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culture spread, in a bastard form, into Nubia and Ethiopia
perhaps as far as the Abyssinian Highlands. Both Nubia
and Ethiopia were converted to Christianity during the
5th and 6th centuries a.d. In the 7th century the Arabs,
after their conquest of Egypt, invaded Nubia, but it was
not till the 12th, 13th and 14th centuries that the Nubians
were converted to Islam. Arabs had also crossed over the
Bed Sea from Arabia to the Sudan and had contributed
to the occupation of the Blue Nile region where the Arab
immigrants rapidly mixed with the Negroid indigenes,
whose descendants are known to us as Fung and Hameg.
A Negroid dynasty, the Fung, arose at the end of the
15th century and having accepted Islam combined with
their Arab neighbours to overthrow the Christian kingdom
of Soba. This was the end of Christianity in the Sudan.
One naturally hears more of conquests and raids but
it is likely that the spread of Arabic culture was equally
due to peaceful penetration, inter-marriage, trade, and
settlement. The Arab is not a fanatic and it was non-
Arab peoples who had adopted his religion, like the Beja,
or who were a product of Arab-Negro admixture, like the
Baqqara, who showed the most obstinate fanaticism during
the revolt of the Mahdi. Nor is he imbued with missionary
zeal and the spread of Islam has been largely due to
traders like the Danagla who are not Arabs at all.
Indeed the true Arabs have always been numerically
insignificant in the Sudan. Everywhere they have inter-
married with the indigenous population and even
Arabs like the Kababish seem to have mixed freely
with Caucasians speaking Hamitic languages and to a
lesser extent with Negroids. Moreover, in spite of the
wide influence of Arabic culture, a number of peoples
who play a very import-ant part in the political
and social life of the Northern Sudan have maintained
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